
Weekly focus: non-chronological reports 

For the next two weeks, you will be planning, writing and editing a non-

chronological report about Viking warriors in the style of Horrible Histories! 

 

Monday 25th January 2021 

WALT: use similar writing to learn from its structure 

A non-chronological report is a text that isn’t written in time order. It is a non-

fiction text, which means that it gives information about things that have happened 

in real life.  
 

This lesson, we’re going to look at a non-chronological report from Horrible 

Histories in order to understand its structure. Your own report will have a similar 

structure.  
 

Task 1 – Nasty Writing 
 

One of the key structural features of non-chronological reports is that they use 

organisational devices to order the information and make it easier for the reader to 

find the information they need.  
 

Two very common organisational devices are headings and subheadings.  
 

• A heading is the main title of a text, which tells you what the whole text is 

about. This is usually at the top of the page in big, bold letters. 

• A subheading is the title given to each section/paragraph of a piece of writing, 

telling you what that section is about. They are usually bigger and bolder 

than the rest of the text, but not as bold as the heading. 
 

Your Nasty Writing task is to read the text on the next page and fill in the missing 

heading and subheadings. Remember: the heading must tell you what the whole text 

is about, and the subheadings must tell you what each section is about! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2 – Annotate a non-chronological report with the organisational devices used 
 

There are also other 

organisational 

devices that are 

used to structure a 

non-chronological 

report. Read what 

they are and the 

reasons for using 

them in the table to 

the right. -> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your task is to annotate the non-chronological report (on the next page) with the 

organisational devices in the above table. You need to find the device, draw a label 

line from it, say what the device is and explain why it is used.  
 

Heading 
The main title that tells the reader what the whole text is 
about. It’s eye-catching so the reader wants to read the report. 

 

Subheadings 
The title given to each section of the text, telling the reader 
what the section is about.  

 

Introduction 
Explains more about what the whole text is about. It makes 
the reader want to read the report. 

 

Paragraphs 
Each paragraph is organised around a different theme (topic). 
It makes it easier for the reader to understand what they are 
reading. 

 

Text boxes 
Used to make information stand out from the rest of the text. 

 

Pictures 
Used to illustrate what the text is saying so the reader can 
imagine it more easily. 

 



Example: This a heading, which is used to tell the reader what the text is about 

and to catch the reader’s eye, so that they want to read it. 
 

If you can, cut out the report and stick it in the middle of a double page in your 

home learning journal so that you have room to annotate around it (like we do in 

school!). 

 



Tuesday 26th January 2021 

WALT: plan by recording information 
 

Task 1 – Nasty Writing 

This lesson, you are going to be gathering information for your non-chronological 

report about Viking warriors! You will need to take notes on the information you 

have read and watched. Let’s practise note taking for Nasty Writing! 

 

Top Tips for Note Taking 

• Use bullet-points, like I’m using now 

• Don’t write in full sentences, just write down the key information that helps 

you remember what was said or written 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make notes on this paragraph in your home learning journal, using the top tips 

above. 
 

How did you do? This is what my notes would have looked like. 
 

• Fierce warriors 

• From Scandinavia 

• Powerful in 790 – 1100 CE 

• Good shipbuilders  

• Travelled to Europe and the Americas  

• Sometimes attacked towns near coasts or rivers – took treasure and slaves 

• Sometimes peaceful – lived and traded in new lands 

 

Task 2 – Make notes on Viking warriors 

Use the table on the next page to make notes so you have all the information you 

need for your non-chronological reports about Viking warriors! On the pages after 

that, there is information to make notes on for each of the subheadings. You can 

also do your own research if you want more information on each of the topics, but 

you don’t have to.  

 

You can use the notes you made for Nasty Writing under the first subheading. 

Remember to also use the note taking top tips we have just learnt! 



General Information about Viking Warriors 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Information about Viking Warrior Clothing 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Information about Viking Ships 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Information about How Viking Warriors Fought 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



General Information about Viking Warriors 

Hint: use the notes you made in Nasty Writing in this section as well! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information about Viking Warrior Clothing 

Check this link for pictures of Viking armour and weapons. Hover over each item for 

more information: 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/vikings/viking-warriors/ 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/vikings/viking-warriors/


Information about Viking Ships 

 

 
 

Check this link for more information about Viking ships: 

http://history.parkfieldprimary.com/vikings/viking-longships 

 

 

Information about How Viking Warriors Fought 

 

The fast design of Viking ships was essential to their hit-and-run raids. The Viking’s 

ships gave them an element of surprise. Often traveling in small packs, or bands, 

they could easily go undetected, swiftly enter a village, pillage (rob) and collect 

treasure, and leave before anyone could catch them. Vikings understood the 

advantages of the long ships’ speed and used them to a great extent. Viking fleets 

would often sail past the horizon of a bay they planned to raid as they travelled up 

a coast from one town to the next. This allowed them to stay out of sight in their 

small bands. They would often lower the mast in these occasions to avoid detection. 

 

Viking raids on land often lacked formation. They have been described as “bees 

swarming.” However, what they lacked in formation they made up with 

communication. They attacked in small groups, each with a different task to 

undertake. As their fighting style was so different to the other countries they were 

invading, the people they were attacking were confused about what was happening. 

 

At sea, Viking ships would often try and ram ships in the open sea. When they got 

close enough, Vikings would throw spears and use their longbows. Archers would 

be positioned in the back of the ships protected by a shield wall formation 

constructed in the front of the ship. Vikings attacked ships, not with the intent to 

destroy them, but rather to board them and take control. This is because the reason 

Vikings attack is to get money and treasure! 

 

 

http://history.parkfieldprimary.com/vikings/viking-longships


Wednesday 27th January 2021 

WALT: plan by organising information 
 

Task 1 – Nasty Writing 

Do you remember when we wrote our reports about the digestive system and our 

persuasive letters to Father Vodol in class? We used a TSE paragraph structure! Let’s 

recap what that is.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The paragraph below has been all scrambled up! Rewrite the sentences in your home 

learning journal so that the topic sentence, supporting sentence and ending sentence 

is in the right order. 

 

As a result, they were feared by people across Europe and America! The Vikings were 

famously fierce warriors from Scandinavia. Using their longships to their advantage, 

they attacked and raided towns and villages by the sea to gain more treasure. 

 

How did you do? This is the order the sentences should be in! 

 

1. The Vikings were famously fierce warriors from Scandinavia. – Topic sentence - 

this tells the reader what the paragraph is about. 

 

2. Using their longships to their advantage, they attacked and raided towns and 

villages by the sea to gain more treasure. – Supporting sentence – this is linked to 

the previous sentence, explaining why they were famous and fierce. 

 

3. As a result, they were feared by people across Europe and America! – Ending 

sentence – this links to the previous two sentences, summing up who they were 

feared by. 

 



Task 2 – Write a plan for your report about Viking warriors 
 

Next, you are going to write your plan for your report about Viking warriors. You 

will need the information that you made notes on from last lesson and the plan 

template on the next page. 
 

Let’s have a look at how to turn our notes into a useful plan - I’ll show you how 

to do this for the introduction. I need to use the ‘general information’ section of my 

notes for this: 

General Information about Viking Warriors 

• Fierce warriors 
• From Scandinavia 

• Powerful in 790 – 1100 CE 
• Good shipbuilders  

• Travelled to Europe and the Americas  

• Sometimes attacked towns near coasts or rivers – took treasure and slaves 

• Sometimes peaceful – lived and traded in new lands 
• Believed brave warriors went to Valhalla – Viking heaven 
• Buried with sword and spear 

 

First, I need to reread my notes and think of a heading for my report. Since I’m 

writing in the style of Horrible Histories, I’m going to use alliteration in my heading 

like ‘Vile Vikings’ or ‘Norse Nutters’, which I noticed the Horrible Histories report in 

lesson 1 used a lot of. 

 
 

Next, I need to decide what my topic sentence will be about. It needs to introduce 

what my report is about. I’m going to use a bullet point to make a note of that 

under the ‘T’ in my plan. 
 

After that, I need to decide what notes I’m going to use for my supporting 

sentences. These need to explain my topic sentence more. I need 1 – 4 bullet points. 

I’m going to make a note of them under the ‘S’ in my plan. 
 

Then, I need to make a note of what my ending sentence will be. It needs to sum up 

what I’ve already written or give the reader a hint as to what’s coming next. I’m 

going to make a note of it under the ‘E’ in my plan. 
 

Paragraph 1 – Introduction about Viking Warriors 

T 
• Vikings, fierce warriors from Scandinavia, 790 – 1100 CE 

S 
• Travelled to Europe and the Americas 

• Attacked towns nears coasts or rivers – took treasure and slaves 
E 
• Find out how they did it 

 

Now it’s your turn! Fill out your plan using your notes, thinking about TSE, like I 

have just done. Make sure you use bullet points. Please email your plan to your 

teacher as you will get video feedback in it. 



Heading:  

Paragraph 1 – Introduction about Viking Warriors 

T 

 
S 

 
 
 

 
 

E 
 

Paragraph 2 - Viking Warrior Clothing 

Subheading:  

T 

 
S 

 
 
 

 
 

E 
 

Paragraph 3 - Viking Ships 

Subheading: 

T 

 
S 

 
 
 

 
 

E 
 

Paragraph 4 – How Viking Warriors Fought 

Subheading: 

T 

 
S 

 
 
 

 
 

E 
 



Thursday 28th January 2021 

WALT: use similar writing to learn from its vocabulary and grammar 
 

Now that we’ve thought about the structure of our report, we need to think about the 

language we need to use in it!  
 

Task 1 – Nasty Writing 

Possessive apostrophes will be a great tool to use in your report. These are 

apostrophes that show who something belongs to.  
 

Rules for Possessive Apostrophes 

• If the root word doesn’t end in an ‘s’, then you need to add an apostrophe and 

an ‘s’. This is often the case with singular nouns (one thing). 

Example: Freya’s brother 

• If the root word already ends in an ‘s’, then you just need to add an apostrophe 

on the end. This is often the case with plural nouns (more than one thing). 

Example: The Vikings’ longships 
 

For more explanation of possessive apostrophes, please follow this link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs 
 

Try putting the possessive apostrophe in the right place in the phrases below. 
 

1. The childs work  

2. The babies toys 

3. Henrys dog 

4. Charles orange  
 

Task 2 - Annotate a non-chronological report with the language devices used 

 

There are also other 

language devices 

that we need to use 

in a report about the 

Vikings. Read what 

they are and the 

reasons for using 

them in the table to 

the right. -> 

 

 

 

 

 

Your task is to annotate the non-chronological report (on the next page) with the 

language devices in the above table. You need to find the device, draw a label line 

from it, say what the device is and explain why it is used. If you’re not sure what 

these devices look like, please use the support sheet (on the page after the report). 

Informal vocabulary 
A chatty style of writing, like you’d use when talking to a 
friend. It makes you sound friendly. 

 

Viking vocabulary 
This is vocabulary specifically used to talk about the Vikings. 
It tells the reader more about them e.g. Valhalla, longships… 

 

Co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions 
Used to join clauses. They add more detail to a sentence. 

 

Possessive apostrophes 
They are used to show who something belongs to. 

 

Pronouns to avoid repetition 
They are used to stop repeating the same noun over and over. 
It makes it easier to read. 

 

Past tense 
Used to show that something happened in the past. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs


Example: ‘Fancied’ is an example of informal language. It is used to appeal to 

younger readers because it makes the report seem friendly.  
 

If you can, cut out the report and stick it in the middle of a double page in your 

home learning journal so that you have room to annotate around it (like we do in 

school!). 



Informal vocabulary 

Informal vocabulary are chatty words you would use with your friends. Horrible 

Histories uses a lot of it!  

 

Conjunctions 

 

 

 

Possessive apostrophes 

Apostrophes that show who something belongs to. 

• Example: Freya’s brother 

• Example: The Vikings’ longships 

 

Pronouns to avoid repetition 

Instead of writing something like this: 

The Vikings came from Scandinavia and the Vikings invaded many countries around 

Europe. 

You replace the repeated noun with a pronoun: 

The Vikings came from Scandinavia and they invaded many countries around Europe. 

 

Past tense 

Shows that something happened in the past. 



Friday 29th January 2021 

WALT: plan by recording vocabulary 

 

Task 1 – Nasty Writing 

When writing, you can choose to use informal or formal language, depending on the 

reason why you’re writing. 

 

Formal Writing 

If you were writing a letter to Mr. 

Jolley or the Queen, you’d write 

formally to show respect. Formal 

writing involves using longer, 

‘uplevelled’ words and no 

contractions (e.g. instead of using 

‘can’t’, you’d write ‘cannot’). It 

shows you’re serious! 

 

Formal example: I sincerely hope you 

have a positive vacation and do not 

experience any unexpected delays.  

 

Informal Writing 

On the other hand, informal writing uses the type of vocabulary 

you would use with your friends. You use shorter words, slang 

words and contractions like ‘can’t’. It shows you’re friendly! 

You’ll find this type of language in adverts and in general 

conversations in everyday life. 

 

Informal example: Have a fab holiday, I hope you don’t get 

delayed! 

 

 

Write whether the sentences below are ‘formal’ or ‘informal’ in the boxes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 2 – Edit your plan to include informal vocabulary and Viking vocabulary 

 

Horrible Histories uses an informal writing style to 

appear friendly, funny, and engaging to its 

younger readers. This is the style we’re using! 

 

 

 

Edit your plan so that it includes some informal 

and Viking vocabulary. You can use the 

vocabulary in the tables below or think of your 

own. 

 

 

If you want to find more informal and Viking vocabulary, you could have a look 

through this Horrible Histories magazine about the Vikings: 

https://horriblebooks.com/horriblehistoriesmagazines/hh11.htm 
 

Here is an example of how I edited the introduction section to my plan to include 

informal and Viking vocabulary:  

 

 

Now it’s your turn!  

https://horriblebooks.com/horriblehistoriesmagazines/hh11.htm

