
Weekly focus: non-chronological reports 

For the next two weeks, you will be planning, writing and editing a non-

chronological report about Viking warriors in the style of Horrible Histories! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 25th January 2021 

WALT: use similar writing to learn from its structure 

A non-chronological report is a non-fiction text that isn’t written in time order. It is 

about real-life events.  
 

This lesson, we’re going to look at a non-chronological report about the Vikings to 

understand its structure. Your own report will have a similar structure.  
 

Task 1 – Nasty Writing 
 

One of the key structural features of non-chronological reports is that they use 

organisational devices to order the information and make it easier for the reader to 

find the information they need.  
 

Two very common organisational devices are headings and subheadings.  
 

• A heading is the main title at the top of the page, which tells you what the 

whole text is about.  

• A subheading is the title given to each section/paragraph of a piece of writing, 

telling you what that section is about.  

Both devices are often written bolder or bigger than the rest of the text so they 
stand out. 

 

Task 1 

Look at the text below.  Make up a suitable heading for the top of the page and 

suitable subheadings for each of the sections.   



 
 

 

 

 

 



Task 2 – Annotate a non-chronological report with the organisational devices used 
 

There are also other organisational devices that are used to structure a non-

chronological report. Read what they are and the reasons for using them in the table  

below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heading 
The main title that tells the reader what the whole text is about.  

Subheadings 
The title given to each section of the text, telling the reader what the section is about.  

Introduction 
Explains more about what the whole text is about. It makes the reader want to read the 

report. 

Paragraphs 
Each paragraph is organised around a different theme (topic). It makes it easier for the 
reader to understand what they are reading. 

Text boxes 
Used to make information stand out from the rest of the text. 

Pictures 
Used to illustrate what the text is saying so the reader can imagine it more easily. 



Task 2 Part 1 

Fill in the empty boxes around the non-chronological report below with the correct 

organisational device from the table above.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 26th January 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which of the organisational devices do you think work best? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Which of the organisational devices would you improve? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Tuesday 26th January 2021 

WALT: plan by recording information 
 

Task 1 – Nasty Writing 

This lesson, you are going to be gathering information for your non-chronological 

report about Viking warriors! You will need to take notes on the information you 

have read and watched. Let’s practise note taking for Nasty Writing! 

 

Top Tips for Note Taking 

• Use bullet-points, like I’m using now 

• Don’t write in full sentences, just write down the key information that helps 

you remember what was said or written 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make notes on this paragraph below 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



How did you do? This is what my notes would have looked like. 
 

• Lived over 1000 years ago 

• From Scandinavia 

• Feared  

• Traded, raided and conquered  

• Great sailors, warriors and farmers 

• Built fast ships 

 

 

Task 2 – Make notes on Viking warriors 

Cut out the sentences and pictures below then decide where you would place them in 

your non-chronological report by sticking them in the table on the next page. 

Once you have stuck in all the sentences, take a look at the websites below and add 

extra information to each box if you can.   

You can also use the notes you made for Nasty Writing under the first subheading.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Buried with their most prized possession - sword or spear. 

• Wore tunics made of leather or wool   

• Wore helmets made of iron. 

• Wooden shield to protect them from arrows and blows from axes and swords 

• 30 metres long and could carry 60 men 

• Made from overlapping planks of oak wood. 

• Large, square sail made of woven wool 

• When there was no wind, oars were used to row the ship. 

• Stole from people and burnt buildings to the ground 

• Traded goods to buy silver, silks, spices, wine, 

jewellery, glass and pottery 



General Information about Viking Warriors 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Information about Viking Warrior Clothing 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Information about Viking Ships 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Information about who the Vikings were. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zjcxwty 

Information about Viking Warrior Clothing 

Check this link for pictures of Viking armour and weapons. Hover over each item for 

more information: 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/vikings/viking-warriors/ 

Information about Viking Ships 

Check this link for more information about Viking ships: 

http://history.parkfieldprimary.com/vikings/viking-longships 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6/articles/zjcxwty
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/vikings/viking-warriors/
http://history.parkfieldprimary.com/vikings/viking-longships


Wednesday 27th January 2021 

Task 1 – Nasty writing 

Subordinating conjunctions can be used 

to ensure your writing is cohesive – 

flows. 

This means your clauses link together 

with the subordinating clause (which 

starts with a subordinating 

conjunction) adding more detail to the 

main clause (The clause which makes 

sense on its own. 

 

The Vikings fought the British for more land /because /their own land was 

too hilly to farm. 

Complete the sentences below by adding a subordinating conjunction followed 

by a subordinating clause.  Remember your subordinating clause needs to 

give more information to your main clause. 

The Vikings wore thick tunics_________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Viking farmers grew crops on the land ___________________ ______________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Task 2 

When reading large pieces of text, it is important to pick out the words that 

will help you to remember the text.   

Key words are usually nouns, or noun phrases, which are key to 

understanding the rest of a text. 

Take a look at this piece of text.  Use a circle the words which you think 

are key words. 

 

 
 

 

 



Here are the key words I identified.   

 

 
 

Did you find the same ones as me? 

Add these key words to the right sections of your table from lesson 2 

 

 

 

Now you have a go with this piece of text. 

 

 
 

 

Don’t forget to add the key words you identified to your table.   

 

Your table should now be full of fantastic bullet points and excellent key 

words which you can put in your report next week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 28th January 2021 

WALT: use similar writing to learn from its vocabulary and grammar 
 

Part 1 

Now that we’ve thought about the structure of our report, we need to think about the 

language we need to use in it!  
 

Task 1 – Nasty Writing 

Possessive apostrophes will be a great tool to use in your report. These are 

apostrophes that show who something belongs to. 
 

Rules for Possessive Apostrophes 

• If the root word doesn’t end in an ‘s’, then you need to add an apostrophe and 

an ‘s’. This is often the case with singular nouns (one thing). 

Example: Freya’s brother 

• If the root word already ends in an ‘s’, then you just need to add an apostrophe 

on the end. This is often the case with plural nouns (more than one thing). 

Example: The Vikings’ longships 
 

For more explanation of possessive apostrophes, please follow this link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs 
 

Try putting the possessive apostrophe in the right place in the phrases below. 
 

1. The childs work  

2. The babies toys 

3. Henrys dog 

4. Charles orange  
 

 

Part 2 - Annotate a non-chronological report with the language devices used 

 

In addition to possessive apostrophes there are also other language devices that we 

need to use in our report about the Vikings.  

• Informal vocabulary 

• Viking Vocabulary 

• Co ordinating and subordinating conjunctions 

• Pronouns to avoid repetition 

• Past tense 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwwxnb/articles/zx9ydxs


Task 2 

Your task is to find the given examples under each heading in the language devices table 

below, in the non chronological report on the following page. Highlight each type of language 

device in the colour indicated  

 

 

 

 



 


