Lesson |

WAL T differentiate hetween fact and .opinion.
So what is fact and opinion?

[
Fact = . thing that is know.n or ,pxﬂﬂm,toj

be true
_

6,pj,ru'.on = .o Niew .or WWM&M
not necessarily hased on foct or
\_ rnowledge. 5
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[ts important to he .able to spot bhoth fact .an .opinion in
texts that we read, as this will also help us to include
hoth in ouwr owan writing.

The language of fact and opinion

How do we distinguish between fact and opinion?

One way to distinguish between fact and opinion is to look at the language used. Language helps
us to decide whether a statement can be backed up with evidence and verified in some way. Or it
can help to show whether the statement is someone’s point of view, judgement or belief.

Examples of the language we use to express facts:

This review has demonstrated... e — F

L]

* According to the results of the latest poll...
e The latest findings confirm...

* Researchers have recently discovered...

Tip: look at the key words used to express facts - demonstrated, according, confirm,
discovered.
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Examples of the language we use to express opinions:

e The company claims that...

e The research team argues that...
.

L ]

_ O
In Professor Donald’s view... et n

Most experts in this field suspect that...

Tip: Look at the key words used to express opinion - claims, argues, view, suspect.

NOTE: Facts and opinions can be manipulated. Opinions can be presented as facts, simply by
using the language of facts to present them. For example:

Recent statements made by the council confirm that most residents
do not want a further expansion of the one-way system of streets.

Although facts are expressed in the language in the above statement, there is very little evidence

to back it up. The council may have made statements about increasing the number of one-way

streets, but this doesn’'t mean that local residents were surveyed and that their responses were
recorded in any way.

We wsuwally use different language to indicate
that a statement is either fact .or opinion.
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FACT AND OPINION.

Read the following passage:

I've got a new car. It is blue. I think it is fantastic! It goes
very fast and makes me feel special. People will think I'm
really cool driving this car. I worked hard and saved up a lot

of money to buy it.

1. Write down three facts about the car.
2. Write down two of the owner’s opinion about the car.

Answers on next page.
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Read the following passage:

I've got a new car. It is blue. I think it is fantastic! It goes 2. 1t is blue

very fast and makes me feel special. People will think I'm
really cool driving this car. I worked hard and saved up a lot

of money to buy it. QPM—
T o | People will
1. Write down w0 facts about the car. A
. Write down two of the owner’s opinion about the car.
: : i -~ really co.ol
M > [ think i



Harambe th

o

' In May 2016, a three-year-old boy climbed into a gorilla enclosure at Cincinnati Zoo in the USA,
‘ To protect the child, staff at the zoo shot dead the gorilla who lived in the enclosure — a large
L male called Harambe. This arficle argues that it is wrong to keep animals like gorillas in zoos.

e Gorilla

g
\I
l
¥

The only thing more upsetting than Harambe
the gorilla’s death was the reality of his life

Surely we can begin to agree that animals which *
share 98 per cent of our DNA should not be kept
as entertainment for us to gawk at in a zoo.

Yet again, captivity has taken an animal’s life. The 3

5 latest victim: a 17-year-old gorilla named Harambe,

who was gunned down after a young boy managed
to crawl through a fence before falling into his
enclosure at the Cincinnad Zoo.

i3
I'he incident (which could have been prevented
\ P

by surrounding the enclosure with a secondary
barricr) has generated a great deal of debate online.
[.--] What we should be asking is why intellipent,
self-aware animals are 544 being displayed as living

exhibits for humans to gawk at. 1

Harambe and other animals serving life sentences
in zoos are leading lives of quict desperation. 1 hey
are denied the most basic freedoms, including
being able to choose where to roam, when and

i

what to cat, and whom to socialise with, It's no

wonder that these magnificent animals frequently
exhibit signs of extreme depression and related
psychological conditions. |...]

')

Zoos try o justfy their existence in the name of
“conservation*”, but warehousing animals in these
25 facilities does nothing to help protect endangered
animals in the wild. In fact, some say doing so

actually harms wild populations because it diverts
much-needed funds away from the protection of
animals in their natural habirars.

After all, (".Iplﬂtfing (yes, some zoos still snatch
animals out of their natural habitats), transporting
and maintining non-human animals for the
professed purpose of
Cﬂ‘?rm[nl.‘vl"\' E‘(Pcn‘"\'[‘.

“conserving” them is
It costs about 50 times
as much to keep one African elephant in a zoo as
it would to safeguard sufficient natural habitae to
sustain that elephant and countless others,

When, m 2007, the Zoclogical Society of London
spent £5.3m on a new porlla enclosure, lan
Redmond, the chief consultant to the UN Great
Apes Survival Partnership, said: “£5m for three
gorillas [seems a huge amount] when national
parks are seeing [three gorillas] killed every day for
want of some Land Rovers, trained men and anti
poaching patrols. It must be very frustrating for
the warden of a national park to see”. Clearly, the
same amount of money & zoo spends on buying
expensive animals could benefit so many more
of the same animals living in the wild. Our need
for entertainment is expensive, unnecessary and
without discernible® benefit, then, to the animals
involved.

Abridged article from wumindependnt. ca.sk

Nlncearn
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You now need to read
this text and .annotote
fact .and opinion. (The
tenct is also in apour
documents).

Choose youwr chilli

B [dentipy the fact and
-




