
Word mat for setting description 

 

 

 

Sight 

Dripping branches, current, glossy, darting shapes, water striders, leaf-

dappled, twisting flow, drag, silt, reeds, bowed willows, shadows, 

sparkling, mirror, bent grasses, carve, clash, boulders, ripples, carry, 

twigs, debris, gliding birds, minnows, fish, smooth stones, slime, weeds, 

ducklings, drifting, lazy, tepid, mud, churning flow, winding… 

Sounds 

Frothing, crashing, clash, splashing, chuckling, burbling, tumbling, rush, 

trickle, gurgle, roar, simmer, murmur, rumble, clash, glug, warble, 

thundering, musical, gushing, din, bird calls, chattering squirrels, buzzing 

flies or bees, animals scampering through nearby undergrowth 

Smells 

Algae-scented, briny, wet earth, dank, musty, reek, fetid, rank, fresh, 

clean, pungent, wildflowers, grass, clover, rotting deadfall or leaves 

Tastes 

Cold, quenching, thirsty, numbing, tang, sip, sweet, bitter, mineral-rich, 

impure, oily, gulp, coppery, swig, sharp, fishy, brackish, tart, brassy, 

stale, sharp, bite 

Touch 

Silken, smooth rocks, slippery, wet, chill, shock, soak, icy, warm, 

simmering, gritty, ticklish, sleek, cool, fluid, caressing, soothing, pulling, 

strength, powerful, brisk, jolt, stun, numbing, nip, freezing 

 


