
HOW THE LEOPARD GOT ITS SPOTS 

A long, long time ago, Leopard was the plain, solid brown-yellow colour of the 

desert. Unlike the other animals, he was so plain he was almost invisible against 

the brown-yellow sand. Leopard, who was an excellent hunter, used this to his 

advantage. If Giraffe and Zebra saw him looking hungry, they would go deep into 

the great, dark, shadowy forest. When Leopard tried to follow them, he stood 

out like a bright-yellow sunflower against a dark fence. He could not hunt at all. 

Giraffe and Zebra saw yellow Leopard right away, and ran off deeper into the 

forest. Leopard had to do something. 

 
He asked his human friend to help him – needed to eat! So the Man carefully 
dipped his five fingertips in paint and painted spots all over Leopard’s fur. Now 
he could blend into the shadows, and once again, he became the greatest and 
most powerful hunter in the land! 
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