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What makes writing difficult for the children in your class?
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Slow Writing

What is the problem?

’As they write they’re so busy thinking about what to write that there’s 
little space in working memory to consider how it might be written. Giving 
pupils sentence prompts frees up working memory so they can shape 
what they know in a more sophisticated way. These constraints provide 
pupils with the metacognitive prompts for thinking about what they know 
and allow them to be creative.’

David Didau
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What is it?

Slow writing is an approach to writing that uses a step-by-step structure 
to create a short text or paragraph. Similar to a writing frame, a teacher 
will give specific writing prompts or instructions as to what grammar, 
language or punctuation features to include in each sentence.
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1. Find a paragraph (or write one) which has the grammatical features 
you want to use.

Signpost in the WALT that it is slow writing 

Clip 1 – introduce paragraph



Chesswood Junior School

3.Technical Focus

2. Children identify grammatical features.
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Have a try….
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Have a try….
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2. Children identify grammatical features.

Clip 2 – identify technical features 
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3. Introduce task and build word bank

Clip 3- ideas generation and word bank
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4. Teacher model the task using a different example but the same 
structure.

Clip 4 – modelling writing 
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Teacher modelling

Vs

My turn – your turn


