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1. Overview 
The following pack contains writing exemplification material from the Year 6 curriculum at Chesswood Junior 
School. This material has been produced as children move through the writing process, moving from genre 
immersion (step 1) through to the planning, drafting and publication of a final composition (step 7).  An 
external writing moderation took place in June 2022 so all exemplars have been externally validated, and the 
West Sussex Moderation Report cited ‘accuracy of assessments and judgements as a school… (are a) 
strength.’ 
 

1.1. The Writing Process Model 

 

 

1.2. Range of Evidence 

For the material to be most useful to teachers seeking guidance and support with writing assessments, samples 
have been arranged by writing form/genre with an exemplar from a ‘low meet’ child, a ‘meeting’ child and a 
‘greater depth’ child for each piece.  These have been taken from a range of children to exemplify a variety of 
strengths and weaknesses that different children may encounter such as the EAL child; the child with a spelling 
weakness; or the child with insecure clause structure.   
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1.3. Summary of Genre Coverage  

 

The following shows the break down of genre coverage and form covered by the Chesswood writing curriculum. 

 

 

1.4. Summary of Writing Exemplars  

 

The following summaries reflect the order in which the curriculum is delivered: 

 

Narrative, Entertain, First Person Narrative 

Using our class novel Wonder, children begin their Year 6 learning journey by creating a first-person narrative 
as one of the characters who attends the school tour with Auggie. This is an initial assessment piece, providing 
opportunity to create a narrative exploring themes such as bullying, friendships and ‘right and wrong’ within an 
accessible context of school. 

 

Entertain (in the style of inform): Formal letter of apology 

Building on the themes in Wonder, children write a formal apology letter for an incident which happens between 
two characters, unpicking the moral dilemma of protecting a friend or breaking the school rules. The complexity 
of the incident provides opportunity for a range of responses to this scenario.  

 

Balanced Argument - Discuss: Mary Anning  

Should there be a memorial statue of Mary Anning in her hometown of Lyme Regis?  Children research this 
historical figure and the significant role she played in palaeontology, analysing a range of evidence before 
writing their own balanced argument. 

 

Instruction writing - Inform: The Mummification Process 

Linking to our topic on the Egyptians, children participate in the mummification of a fish, learning about the rites 
and rituals which ensured an Egyptian monarch passed into the afterlife.  This knowledge is used to write a set 
of instructions. 

 

Narrative - Entertain: Beowulf 

Through immersion in the legend of Beowulf, children explore the genre, writing a dark narrative describing the 
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evil Grendel in his lair; his journey across the moors to wreak havoc on the people of Heorot; and with a switch 
to a contrasting, celebratory scene in the mead-hall. They experiment with dialogue to drive the narrative and 
explore character. 

  

Narrative - Entertain: Alma 

Children show their understanding of this eerie animation by retelling their own narrative.  This involves creating 
an atmospheric setting, conveying character thoughts, feelings, actions and motivations, and developing their 
use of figurative language.  

 

Informal Letter - Entertain: Evacuee Letter 

With links to our WW2 topic and our visit to Michelham Priory, this letter-writing composition challenges children 
to draw on their historical knowledge of the era, the evacuation process, and their ability to create an authentic-
of-its-time voice, in a letter home to London during the Blitz. 

 

Inform - Report: World War Two Guide 

Providing opportunities for pupil choice, children choose how they would like to convey their knowledge and 
understanding of the WW2 history unit; for example: a non-chronological report, an information guide written 
for civilians at the time, a diary/ ‘day in the life’, or any other appropriate form.   

 

Narrative - Entertain: The Island 

Building on pupil choice and using The Island text, children can choose how to present a scene of their choice 
with a focus on using speech to advance the action and convey character.  This task develops inference skills 
whilst also developing ‘show not tell’ through dialogue and atmosphere. 

 

Formal Letter - Inform: Thank you letter 

Children choose a person to write a thank you letter to, as part of their transition to secondary school.  The 
focus is on using a formal tone and presenting their thanks with key reasons to show gratitude. This builds on 
the Autumn Term knowledge and skills, demonstrating progression, while making the form more meaningful 
for the children. 
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2. Writing Exemplification Material 
 

2.1. Entertain: First Person Narrative – Wonder 

2.1.1 Low Meet 

 

 
Appropriate use of form and some limited development of character with reflections on Auggie’s face 
– more of a recount than a narrative.  Insecure clause structure with commas incorrectly separating 
two independent clauses.  Repetitive sentence structure with some basic use of adverbials to create 
cohesion.  Some use of correct punctuation but not yet at the Year 6 level.  
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2.1.2 Meet 
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 Confident handling of form with awareness of audience through considered selection of aspects of the 
school tour and character’s perception of events.  Use of varied grammatical structures including relative 
clauses, conjunctions and modal verbs and use of full range of Y5/6 punctuation provide coherence. 
Slightly repetitive in tone and at times veers towards a recount rather than a narrative. 
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2.1.3 Greater Depth 

 

 

 

 

Strong narrative with convincing sense of characterisation through use of vocabulary choice, informality, 
and internal dialogue. Strong handling of clause structure including short sentences for effect, varied 
position of subordinating clauses and good range of Year 6 punctuation – all confidently handled.  Some 
weakness in spelling for GD level. 
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2.2 Entertain: Formal Letter of Apology – Wonder 

 

2.2.1 Low Meet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well-structured letter with formal, apologetic tone and some effective handling of the key aspects of the 
event for which the letter apologises but lack of depth/detail.  Some attempts to incorporate newly taught 
aspects of the Y6 grammar curriculum (semi colons) but this is not yet secure.  Some relative pronouns and 
fronted adverbials to create some cohesion between paragraphs with punctuation.   
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2.2.2 Meet 
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A well-structured piece with strong tone and awareness of audience with formal, apologetic tone and 
vocabulary choices although at times writing lacks control and slips into a narrative through overuse of 
description.  Good sense of cohesion within and across paragraphs with fronted adverbials and relative 
clauses effectively providing additional detail and controlled use of Y6 punctuation to clarify.  
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2.2.3 Greater Depth 
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Well-structured letter with formal, apologetic tone true to character.  Controlled handling of the complexities 
behind the ‘fight’ incident from the perspective of Julian which successfully captures the character’s 
insincerity.  Good use of Y6 punctuation including use of semi-colons, dashes and pupil makes strong 
vocabulary choices.    Writing is not joined up. 
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2.3 Balanced Argument - Discuss: Mary Anning Balanced Argument 

2.3.1 Low Meet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well-structured balanced for/against arguments clearly presented although lacking in depth at times with 
basic vocabulary choices.  Cohesion is achieved across paragraphs with the use of fronted adverbials.  
Some attempt at varied clause structure but this is not yet secure.  Limited use of range of Year 6 
punctuation. 
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2.3.2 Meet 
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 Secure grasp of purpose and form though conscious control over grammar although punctuation (incorrect 
use of semi-colon instead of commas to separate clauses) not always consistent.  Good use of conjunctive 
adverbials to support her arguments with some ambitious vocabulary choices and generally strong 
spellings. 
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2.3.3 Greater Depth 

 

 Clear, well-structured, concise arguments with strong use of adverbials and ambitious vocabulary.  
Successful use of conjunctive adverbials within sentences with effective punctuation. Where attempt is 
made at more ambitious sentence structure, as seen in the last paragraph, failure to identify the difference 
between independent clauses and main clause. 
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2.4 Instruction writing - Inform: How to Mummify an Egyptian Pharoah  

2.4.1 Low Meet 

 

 Well-structured piece with formal tone achieved in part.  Lack of conscious control seen through some tense 
and modal verb confusion.  Repetition (which could be corrected by use of pronouns or synonyms to 
demonstrate cohesion).  Effective basic grammar and clause structure evident but becomes weaker when 
more complex devices are attempted. 

Insecure clause   

Spelling is a weakness 
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2.4.2 Meet 

 

Through adopting the tone of the ‘High Priestess’ during the introduction and conclusion, a shift in formality 
is achieved.  Subject-specific terminology has been carefully selected to give an authoritative tone although 
at times, this is not fully maintained.  Cohesion achieved using a range of fronted adverbials, (including 
single adverbs, phrases and clauses), which delays the use of the imperative verb providing variety of 
sentence starters. Strong presentational devices with headings although could be further developed by 
incorporating bullet points and sub-headings.  



Chesswood Junior School 

English Writing Standardisation 

21 | P a g e  

DREAM ASPIRE ACHIEVE 

2.4.3 Greater Depth 

 

 

Adopting the persona of the ‘priest’ and effectively maintaining this voice throughout, whilst providing more 
formalised tone for instructions makes this an engaging read. Shift in formality achieved with ‘warning’, 
conveying sense of fun/humour.  Text is well organised and presented, demonstrating awareness of reader. 
Effective use of grammar to create cohesion including use of fronted adverbials, adverbial phrases, 
subordinate and relative clauses to modify and add information.  Full range of Y6 punctuation including 
semi colons in a list, brackets for parenthesis.  
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2.5 Narrative – Entertain: Beowulf   

2.5.1 Low Meet 

 

 

 

 

Some evidence of effective tone and awareness of audience in this well-structured piece. Sentence 
structure repetitive at times and lacks variation - limited use of adverbials although some variation in 
sentence length and use of subordination. Figurative language beginning to develop through vocabulary 
choice and expanded noun phrases but lack of consistent control for example, ‘the birds flew away’.   
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2.5.2 Meet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A well-organised, engaging piece with mostly effective tone, some strong elements of description and a 
range of figurative devices including ‘show not tell’, some appropriate vocabulary choices and conscious 
shifts in tone between paragraphs.   At times this is less strong with some lower-level choices creeping in. 
Clause structure is varied with punctuation used well overall all, although not yet consistently denoting 
subordination.  Cohesion between paragraphs is good with change in atmosphere confidently handled 
through use of dialogue to convey atmosphere and advance action.   
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2.5.3 Greater Depth 

 

 Strong use of figurative language to effectively develop atmosphere and tone.  Range of cohesive devices 
used within and across paragraphs including varied sentence structure (subordination, relative clauses, 
short sentences for effect), use of pronouns, synonyms and noun phrases and pathetic fallacy to build 
character. Adept understanding of genre conveyed through use of hyphenated/kenning style phrases 
mirroring original text.  Use of dialogue to begin to convey atmosphere although not yet effective in 
advancing the action. 

  Use of pronouns and noun phrasesUse of metaphors and  
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2.6 Narrative – Entertain: Alma  

2.6.1 Low Meet 

 

 

 Good awareness of genre with clear structure that at times feels repetitive as lacking varied sentence 
structure.  Sense of atmosphere created through use of synonyms, expanded noun phrases, similes and 
vocabulary choices.   Some spelling weaknesses. Further development of punctuation required. 
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2.6.2 Meet 
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Strong awareness of audience and confident handling of genre.  Descriptive details are linked to key 
elements of the narrative timeline creating atmosphere and effectively engaging the reader.  Varied use of 
grammar and figurative devices (similes, metaphors, expanded noun phrases) create tension and a sense 
of foreboding which place the reader at the heart of the story, although the level of detail can, at times, 
detract from the dramatic impact of some of the stronger elements of the text. Shift to first person and tense 
lacks conviction but demonstrates a level of control. 
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2.6.3 Greater Depth 
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 Strong imagery and a well-handled sense of foreboding using foreshadowing.   A wide range of figurative 
language is confidently used including similes, metaphors, personification, and vocabulary choices 
demonstrate careful consideration. An appropriate range of punctuation is used; controlled multi-clause 
sentences incorporating coordination and subordination. Including relative clauses elaborates on the drama 
of the situation.  Towards the end of the piece, some repetition in sentence structure occurs before a shift 
to the first person provides a suspenseful, tense end. 
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2.7 Informal Letter – Entertain: Evacuee Letter Home  

2.7.1 Low Meet 
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 The tone and form are mostly appropriate with some considered, historically relevant information presented 
as an engaging narrative. However, some attempts at historical vocabulary are not used accurately. The 
letter’s structure is less secure with a lack of organisation impacting on cohesion.   A range of clause 
structures are attempted, and most are correct, however punctuation is not yet embedded with capitalisation 
weaknesses throughout.   
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2.7.2 Meet 
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Strong sense of tone and good awareness of audience created, using carefully selected historical facts and 
the inclusion of some appropriate vocabulary.  This is a well-structured piece with cohesion achieved 
through adverbials at the start of paragraphs effectively leading the reader through the events of the past 
few days.  Clause structure is secure with use of tense variation (past, present, future) effectively handled 
to engage the reader and build on the authentic tone.  Good range of Year 6 punctuation confidently 
handled.   
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2.7.3 Greater Depth 

 

 

 



Chesswood Junior School 

English Writing Standardisation 

35 | P a g e  

DREAM ASPIRE ACHIEVE 

 

 

 

 

Tone skilfully handled and maintained with the convincing young evacuee protagonist using traditional WW2 
vocabulary, historical context, and emotive themes. Shifts in tense are well managed across paragraphs 
with appropriate selection of verb forms (present progressive, simple present, simple past and future).  A 
range of devices, including semi-colons, dashes, brackets, and adverbials maintains cohesion within and 
across sentences and paragraphs. Range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 is used, including dashes, 
brackets and semi-colons to mark boundary between clauses and provide clarity. 
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2.8 Inform – Report: World War 2 Guide   

2.8.1 Low Meet 
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Appropriate tone consistently handled and an awareness of audience demonstrated and maintained with 
use of layout, carefully considered vocabulary and varied sentence structure in places.  Captures the 
reassuring tone whilst maintaining atmosphere of formality.  Punctuation lacks accuracy which weakens 
the clarity and flow and at times there is a lack of cohesion. 
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2.8.2 Meet 
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The text is written in the style of a non-fiction book with a sound awareness of tone and audience. The use 
of the passive form and modal verbs show conscious control over the level of formality that is appropriate 
for this type of writing.  The piece is clearly structured although some paragraphs can lack clarity due to 
their length and the amount of information included.  There is good use of technical vocabulary and 
information presented with varied sentence structure, relative clauses and the use of a range of Year 6 
punctuation.  At times, due to the ambition of the writer, sentences are too long and lack punctuation or 
adequate structure.    
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2.8.3 Greater Depth 
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Strong and consistent tone created throughout with use of historically accurate vocabulary and information from 
the era is skilfully managed to create an authentic sounding pamphlet. Carefully chosen phrases, reflecting the 
language of 1940s government, create a sense of sombre advice (‘To cope with the situation’, ‘additional 
sustenance’). Appropriate presentational and organisational devices including subheadings, paragraphs, 
succinct introduction, and fronted adverbials work to orientate the reader.  



Chesswood Junior School 

English Writing Standardisation 

45 | P a g e  

DREAM ASPIRE ACHIEVE 

2.9 Narrative – Entertain: The Island  

2.9.1 Low Meet 

 

 A well-structured narrative with effective tone although not always consistently maintained particularly towards 
the end of the piece.  An awareness of the reader is shown through the use of a range of expanded noun 
phrases to create atmosphere.  Vocabulary is ambitious and bold but, in some cases, this results in a lack of 
cohesion such as, ‘had got their weaponry and headed down to the demolition’.  At times, the verb tense is 
incorrect. Some attempt at use of speech to advance the action and create character, but this remains 
underdeveloped. 

 

Spelling weakness – this child had additional support with spelling interventions. 
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2.9.2 Meet 

 

 

 Strong sense of tone and control of sentence structure to create atmosphere. Awareness of the reader 
demonstrated by use of a range of figurative devices handled with a good level of control including ‘show not 
tell’, repetition for effect, synonyms and noun phrases.  Commas for parenthesis are strong but some slips with 
punctuation due to her experimentation. Speech is used effectively to advance the action.  There are some 
spelling errors for more ambitious Year 6 vocabulary. 
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2.9.3 Greater Depth  

 

 This ambitious narrative creates a carefully controlled tone.  From the beginning, the writer uses punctuation 
(semi-colons and commas) for effect.  High level vocabulary is used well to create atmosphere.  The narrative 
is further developed by the character’s implications to his previous experiences creating a subtle sense of 
suspense.  Foreshadowing is highly effective and well controlled with appropriate language, although at times, 
some choices are less controlled such as the choice of similes.  Speech is well handled to advance the action 
and to develop the key characters. 
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2.10 Inform – Formal Thank you Letter 

2.10.1 Low Meet 

 

 

 

 

 

A well-structured, basic thank you letter with a formal tone.  Some varied clause structures and use of adverbials 
support cohesion and a range of Year 6 punctuation is used mostly effectively.  Spelling is an area of weakness 
with some Year 6 spellings (marvellous and sincerely) incorrectly spelt. 
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2.10.2 Meet 

 

 A well developed thank you letter with a formal tone which is maintained throughout.  Cohesion is created with 
adverbials and varied clause structure.  Effective use of modal verbs to emphasise the significance of the role 
the teacher has shown her with range of Year 6 punctuation accurately used. 
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2.10.3 Greater Depth  

 

 

 

Engaging thank you letter with formal and flattering tone maintained throughout.  A range of cohesive devices 
are used including fronted adverbials, multi-clause sentences and punctuation.  Modal verbs emphasise the 
impact that the teachers have made, and statements are either supported with evidence or expanded upon with 
detail to reinforce the message of thanks.  Carefully selected, high level vocabulary further supports the tone 
and impact on reader. 


