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What is a muyth?

We will he looking .at Greek Muyths.
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WAL T identify features .of .o miyth

What myths have we already read?

Echo and Narcissus

Al the goddesses liked 10 run through the sileat woods an Mount Olympus,
playing and chasing the deer. There was Queen Hera, soundless as the
sun's rays; there was Diana, quiet os moonlight; there were the wood
nymphs litting like thistledown . .. and then there was Echo,

Echo was always chaticring, arguing or shrieking with laughter. The
deer scattered as saon as Echo opened ber mouth,
cho!” said Hera sternly to her one day. “You've done it again!™
*“What? Didn't do anything,” said Echo perdy.
*“Yes you did. You talked. You're always talking.”
“I'm not!”

“You are. Don’t tell me you're not.”
- said Echo, who always had 10 have the last word. “Not,

not.™

Hera was so angry that she pointed a magic finger at Echo, “Once and
for all, be silent!"

The nymph was struck dumb. She put her hands o her throat, her fingers
to her lips, and looked cround in horror

“Let this be @ lesson to you. You always wanted the last word. Now you
shall have nothing elsc!”

“ ... nothing clse,” said Echa. She found the words in her mouth, and
they were the only ones she could speak.

“You may go now,” said the queen of the gods.

Odysseus |

The war was over at lasc. At last, after ten long years, the soldiers who had

fought in it could sail home. Among them was Odysseus, King ﬂf}m‘

He and bis men rowed out tw sea on theie ship the Odyssey, leaving the

battlcfields far behind them
There was little room aboard far food und watex, but some huge jugs of
svine stoud in the prow, laken fram the defeated enemy, Unforsunately, the
first time they tasted it, the men fell asloep over their oars. “A bit too
strong,” decided Odysseus, watching them snore. Then a storm overtook
them and blew them off course—o an island, who knovs where?

Odyssens pointed up at o hff, “I'm sure those coves up there are
inhabited. Let's climb up and ask for direetions and a bite to eat. Leave
your swards here, and bring a jug of wine, to show we're friendly.”

The first cave they came 1o was huge and smelled of cheese. But nobody
was in. A fire burned in one corner. The soldiers sat down and weited. Soon
there was u clatter of hoofs on the cliff path, as the island dre

flock home from the fiekds to the caves. And what

They were as big as cows, with fleeces like snow

But the shepherd made his sheep loak tiny.
horse of Troy, and his hair hung down like creey
the centre of his forehead. He rolled a massin
‘mouth, then turned and saw his visitors.
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Muyth w.ocabulory

Class discussion on key wvocabulary



Theseus and the Minotaur

There used 1o be @ great many kings in the world, because every ity and
island called itself o kingdom. But onc king and one island struck fear nto
all the rest. King Minos of Crete so terrified his neighbours that they paid
him tributes every yoar to be left in peace. It was King Minos who built o
palace with a cellar like @ maze. It was King Minos who kept o monster
called the Minotaur in this famous Labyrinth and fed it on human flesh
“Why do we send tributes 10 Crete every year?” Prince Theseus osked his
father, the King of Athens.

“To keep King Minos from sinking our ships or making war on us,” said
King Acgeus (though he did not like 1o talk about it

“And what do we send

“Scven men and seven women,” said the king.

“As shaves ™

“Not as slaves,” sad the king reluctantly. “To feed the Minotour

“How revolting! Never again!™ Theseus vowed. “This year /"l go as one
of the fourteen, and kill this Minotaur!™

Nothing the king could say would change his mind. As the tribute-ship st
sail, the old man called from the dockside, “Good luck, Son! | shail keep
watch on the cliffiop every day. If you succeed, raise a new white sail. If you
fail, raise this black one.”

“1 shall succeed!™ called Theseus.

THESEUS AND THE MINOTAUR

King Minos knughed 10 see the prisoners atrive from Athens. “Who'll be first
nto the Minotaur's den?” he asked.

“ shall,” said Theseus, stepping forward. “1, Prince Theseus of Athens,
chaim that hoaour

Y ou boosting young puppy.” snarked Minos. “My Minotaur will make

shart work of you. Guards! Put the prince into the Labyrin

Behind the thron, the king's plain little daughter, Ariadne, sat listening
She was ashamed of her father's cruclty, and hoted to see how he fed the
hoerible beast in the basement. She was still more unbhappy when she saw
brave and handsome Theseus dropged away 1o feed the monster

Dewn went Thescus, into the dark, but he paused, not knowing which
way to go. The guards marched away

“Prince Theseus!"
It wos Ariodne. “Here. Take this.” She dropped down 1o him o ball of
siring. “Even if you can kill the Minotaur, you won't ever find your way

back to the entrance unless you use this.”

“Excellent!” exclaimed Theseus. “1 could marry o girl as clever as you!™
Then he tied one end to the entrance and set off, unwinding the string as he
went, forgetling everythang but the Misotaur

But Ariadne did not forget

Thescus felt his way in the dark. It wan true: without the string be would
so0n have been hopelessly lost in the maze of winding corndors. Suddenly,
his fingers brushed warm, wiry hair, then the boay curve of @ horn. The
Minotour bellowed in his car and flung him through the darkness. It
stamped oa him with sharp hoofs. The string was knocked out of his hand

They fought in utter Jorkness The monster, half -man, hall-bull, crushed
him between hairy arms and keshed him with iy 1osl. But Theseus took hold
of the horns and twisted them first one way, then the other. He kicked and
butted and struggled, and ot last the beast gave o gurgling gusp aad fell
e

Filled with panic, the prince scrabbled around for the ball of wiring
Thiere! No, that was the Minotaur's car. There! Yes! Now he hod oaly o
wind it in ond so retroce his steps.
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THESEUS AND THE MINOTAUR

At the door of the Labyrinth, Aniodne stood waiting.

“You're alive! You escaped!” she cried, and she took him by the hand
and hurrcd him oway

They freed the other thirteen prisoncrs, then ran 1o the harbour. “You
must take me you, or my father will kill me too!™ said the princess.

“Of course! Come aboard!™ said Theseus, raising the old black sail with
two pills of his srong arms. The sail filled, and they were at sea before
anyone knew they had escaped

Thescus sat o deck in the sunshine and thought about what he hadd done
He was proud. His father would be proud, too. **] must change this sail for o

white ome,” be wan thinking

Just then, Arkadne came and sat at his foct, gazing up at him. “How
wonderful™ she sighed. “To be free of my wicked (ather and 10 be married
10 @ brave prince!™

“Married 7 saxd Theseus, turning rather pabe. He suddenly realised that
ust because Arsadne hod saved his life, she expected 1 marry him! He
studied ber foce. That nose was very big. And those eyebrows were tery
thick. “Mmam," be said. “How wonderful ™

On the way home, the ship put in ot an island for supplies. Theseus sent
Ariadae ashore to buy wine and bread. While she was gone, he set sail and
burried away, breathing a sigh of reliel

“When / marry,” be thought, “it will be 10 o beautiful queen or @

gaddess.“ He was in such @ hurry 1o get away tht he quite forgot 10 change
the block sail for @ white one

King Acgeus, watching day after day from the chifl below Athens, saw
the ship o it hove into view. He saw the black sail full of wind. And in that
moment, be believed that his son Theseus had been killed and eaten by the
Minotaus. He threw himself off the high white cliff

And ever aficrwands the sea wan called the Acgean Seu, after the father of
that ungrateful hero, Theseus

s the water below
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What features do iou .notice?
What makes .a myth .o myth?

THESEUS AND THE MINOTAUR

King Minos kughed 10 see the prisoncrs arrive from Athens. “Who'll be first
S into the Minotgur’s den?” he asked
1 “f shall,” said Theseus, stepping forward. 1, Prince Thescus of Athens
claim that honour!
] You boasting young puppy,” snarled Minos. “My Minotaur will make
“ X short werk of you. Guards! Put the prince into the Labyrinth!”
Behund the throne, the king's plain httle daughter, Anodne, sat listening
She wos ashamed of her futher's cruelty, and hated 10 sec how be fed the
Borrible beast in the basement. She was still more unhappy when she saw
brave and handsome Theseus drogged away to feed the monster
Down went Theseus, into the dark, but he poused, not knowing which

o L

Theseus and the Minotaur “Prince Thesew!"

It was Ariodne. “Here. Take this.” She dropped down o him a ball of

There used to be a great many kings in the world, because every city and string. “Even if you can kill the Minotaur, you woa't ever find your way
island called itself a kingdom. But onc king and one island struck fear into back 1o the entrance unles you use this ™
all the rest. King Minos of Crete so terrified his neighbours that they paid
him tributes every year to be left in peace. It was King Minos who buill o
palace with a cellar like @ maze. It was King Minos who kept o monster
called the Minotaur in this famous Labyrinth and fed it on buman flesh.
“Why do we send tributes 1o Crete every year?” Prince Theseus asked his
father, the King of Athens.

“To keep King Minos from sinkizg our ships or making war on us,” said
King Acgeus (though he did not like to talk about it

\

" Past tense
“And what do we send ¥
“Seven men and seven women,” said the king. Canwentianal sugth setting .and
“As slaves?" characters

“Not as slaves,” said the king reluctantly. “To feed the Minotour.”

“How revolting! Never again!” Theseus vowed. *This year /'l go as one
of the fourteen, and kill this Minotaur!™

Nothing the king coukd say woukd change his mind. As the tribute-ship set

2 tianal phrases
Franied .adverhials mith .camma

sail, the okd man called from the dockside, “Good huck, Sea! 1 shall keep Power of three
watch o the clifftop every day, If you succeed, raise o new white sail. If you Narrative language 2.9. Qn a cold,
il raise this block one.” inter's.

“1 shall succeed!™ called Thescus.

Relative clauses to add description
Action ar character showen thraugh

Shaw dan't tell

Class model -
What impact does it have .on the reader? Why?  peatures
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Task: Look through the Greek myths - what features can
you identify?

Annotate the texts, explaining what impact it has .on the
reader.

WALT: identify foatures of Greek Muyths

The war was over ot last. At last, afier ten long years, the soldiers who hod

the goddesses liked o run th he silent woods on Mount Olympu: fought in it could scil home. Among them was Odysseus, King of Ithaca
aying and chasing the deer. There was Queen Hera, soundiess as d He and his men rowed out 10 sec on their ship the Odyisey, leaving the
sun’s rays was Diana, quiet os moonlight; there were the wood buttleficks for behind

here wan B

nymphs flitting like thistiedown . ... and 1

And that is why, in the summertime, the flowers bloom, the grass is green

kin
- and the trees wear blossom, then leaves, then fruit. Demeter, you sce, is

Seven men and seven women,” said

As slaves?

- N rushing happily here and there,
Not as slaves,” said the king relactantly. “To g d

] antly. “To feed the Minotaur. and her daughter walk hand in hand, talking and singi

Mhescus vowed. “This year 'l go s one

g the carth like @ garden. When

“How revolting! Never again!
of the fourieen, and kill this Minotaus!™

oses open just to see them pass by

The first cave they came to was huge ond smelled of cheese. But nobody
wasin_ A fire burned in one corner. The soldiers sct down and waited. Sooa
there was a clatter of hoofs on the cliff path, as the island shepherd drove his
flock home from the Selds to the caves. And what shecp entered the cave!
They were as big as cows, with fieeces like snowdrifts.

on guard
“How will we get past him?" one of the men asked Odysseus. But as they grew
closer and closer to the gates_ they could see that the soldier was asleep at
poct Odyseeus nodded to hic men and they pulled back the huge wosden bolt
that held the gates shut. It made o very loud creak. The guard begen to stir.
The seldiers locked at each other - wes he abeut to wake up? But ne. the guard
simply turned over and continued te snore.

In the distance they could see that a Trojan soldier was st

She started chanting o spell and. in on ingtent. her hair turned from lifeless
grey ta a dazzling, shining gold. The wrinkles dissppeared from her face. The
crowd fell back

“It can't be_* gasped o farmer.

8ut it was! There in frent of them was the great goddess Athena herself

“May the best weaver win * said Athena ond she ook a selaction of brightly

coloured threads and storted to weave
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Plenary

Class success criteria
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E!rseus and Medusa

There was once a young man called Perseus whose mother was very beautiful. W . E
His father had died when he was a baby, so Perseus and his mother were all 2 w.e 4904“149.

alone in the world.

The evil king of the land was desperate to marry Perseus's mother. But every rm a m mw

time he asked her, she said no. She did not like his angry, mean face. Perseus
did his best to protect his mother from the king's anger. So the evil king
plotted to get rid of Perseus.

One day the king called Perseus to his court. "I will leave your mother in peace,”

he said, "but only on one condition®. Pdeja- S e t ' S md

“What condition is That?” asked Perseus.
Seieine Medusa
“Bring me the head of the monster Medusa on a plate.”

"Your wish is my command!” said Perseus, trying not to tremble, and of f he
stamped.

Medusa and her sisters were scary monsters called Gorgons. Instead of hair,
they had snakes sprouting out all over their heads. Anyone who looked at
Medusa's face was instantly turned to stonel Perseus was brave, but not foolish.
He knew he would need help to defeat her. So he went to see a wise man.

“How can T help you, Perseus?” asked the wise man.

"I've promised to Take the evil king the head of Medusa on a plate!” replied
Perseus.

"You are a silly boyl” gasped the wise man.
"Help me, I beg you,” pleaded Perseus.

The wise man gave Perseus a shield. It was so shiny that Perseus could see his
own reflection in it.

“When you are about to kill the Gorgon,” he said, "do not look directly at her.
Use this as a mirror.”

Then he gave Perseus a sword with a crystal blade to cut off Medusa’s head.

“Thank you.” Said Perseus and he turned to leave but
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n_u&& Class discilssion

What happens?

ILn what .order?

Who .are the main characters ?

What do you notice .about the structure?

What help, skill or trick enables the hero to
outwit the beast?
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Lets have .a think .abhout Theseus .and the Minotawr/Perseus
u.mcLM a - what is similar? Different about each stage?

3 o]

Problem

How .does it .affect

the main choracter?

/ What happens
e hetween the Resolution
Wt 1o the problem? EReadler How ie the problem
How does it start? solved?
Why? What is the outcome
of

. the confrontation?
Who .are the .main
characters?
What .are they like?

Where does it take
place?
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Task - You will be given two different myths.
Can you identify and compare what happens in
each part of the muyth?

Build wp

Problem




Plenary

Class discussion

What did youw notice?

Lesson 2
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Can you remember what happens in each part
?
of o muyth' ———

= e

= -
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Owner the next couple of mweers, iyou will
bhe wiriting your omwa muyth.

A hero will go on a quest to retrieve something
or solve a problem by killing the beast!
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We are going to have a go .at plotting
Perseus and Medusa .on our plan.

B WALT plan a myth Resdlulion
Hnm?mﬂ‘uz.prnh.hmbeqmmd Erablem Prohlem is solved What is the
awhy? What needs to be crealed in outcome canfrontation?
e aald? What effect does this have on main characker and .on athers? o the i
2 What comes to he in the warld
What happens bebween the characters?
(Hurricane, flaod?)
My Myth Title:
Beginning Ending

are thay like? What is the mwarld
Like at that time?

loak why things .are .as they are
taday

Model planning proce
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Lesson 3

Task - plan youwr omn muyth

e

€
-
o~
.
Achilles Actaeon
Son of Peleus and Thelis.

Hezo of the Trojan War
Lnsudnarable apart fram his haal

Atlanta

Bellerophon Dioscuri

V\hsndapladwﬂlmszdbyalrﬂr.
Greak ak hunking.

Tamed and sode 4 Pegasus and
illed & Ghimauga. monsier.

Twin brothers colled.
Castor and Pollusr.

Build up

How doss. tha problem bagin and

WALT plon o myth

Probiom

Becalubon

wwhay? Whal raede Lo be croaied
the awarld?

What sffect dazs this have on main characks and an athers?
What happane habwsan tha chasaclars?

Who 4s the main character? What
are ey Lie? What is the avarid
Aike at that ums?

My Mgt Tide:

Use one of these as yowr hero!

Problem & solvad What & the
culcome of the cangranlation?
What .comas ko he in the marld
(Husricana, flood?)

Ending

Say haw evenyore feela and or
Lok why things iz as thay are
Haday
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Plenary Share Mor plan with your partner.
Without looring, can they identify the

different stages of the muyth story
mountain?

a=

= M (T
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Slow write - setting .and introduction .of
choaur.acter

Recap key ~o.cab
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Today we are going to be slow writing
Greek Miyth

Ln the centre of the quaint, fishing wvillage w.as something rather
unusual. It was a huge, majestic fountain. The fountain was in
the shape of Aphrodite, who was the Greek Goddess .of Lowve.
Ambrus Lowved to hear the trickle of crystal clear water s he fell
to sleep at night He was listening to the waves when he looked
with his piercing emerald green eyes out to sea. Exhaused, he
Suddenly, there was commotion near the fountain. "Help! Help!
Help!" someone yelled. Quickly, Amhrus ran towards the
fountain like o holt of lightening .and .asked "Are you okay?"

‘No, that man, who is .as big as a hull, took my bhog and left
on his horse' said the old, frail Lady.

‘T will get it hack for you!" exclaimed Amhrus. Then, he jumped
on a horse and headed away from the fountain although he
hasnt left his ~village in .all of his 24 years of life.

What grammatical features .do you notice in each sentence
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WAL T wuse descriptive language

In the centre .of the quaint, fishing ~village was something rather (
wunusual. It wos a huge, majestic fountain.

The fountain was in the shape of Aphrodite, who was the Greek (
Goddess of Lowve.

Amhbrus Loved to hear the trickle of crystal clear water s he fell

tcﬁlzzpn.tnx,gh.t Hzmmﬂﬁienin.giﬁihzmmzﬁmhmhzlﬂ.ckzd
with his piercing emerald green eyes out to sea.

Exhaused, he could just about make out anocther island in the
distance. Suddenly, there w.os comumotion near the fountain.

"Help! Help! Help!" someone yelled. Quickly, Ambrus ran tow.ards
the fountain like a holt of lightening .and asked "Are you .okay?"

‘No, that .man, who is as big .as a bull, took my hag and )
left on his horse' said the old, frail lady.

jumped on .a horse and headed .aw.ay from the fountain
although he hasn't left his village in all of his 24 years of
Life.

"I will get it hack for you!" exclaimed Ambrus. Then, he ( ]
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Task
You will be slow writing your

introduction for syour Myth

® Prepositional phrass

® Expanded .noun phrose

® Relative clause

® Subordinate .conjunction
® Fronted .adverhial .of time

Lets gather some
ideas .and ~.ocabulary
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Word bank

Muyth
y.ocahular.
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M.o n AL n

Metacognition

Greck Muyth SA

Past tense
charackers |

Expanded noun phrases

Prepositional phrases.
Fronted adverhials meith comma o

\Power of three

Narrative language 2.q. On a cold,
weinter's day ||

Relative clauwses to add description
ialogue

Show dorn’t tell
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Task
You will be slow writing your

introduction for syour Myth

® Prepositional phrass

® Lxpanded .noun phrose

® Relative clause

® Subordinate .conjunction
® Fronted adverhial of time

Slow write criteria

Prepositional phrose
Expanded nouwn p)wa;sz
Relative clawse i
Viaried .subordin wating
Fronted .adwverbhial ,CIJ’
time







