Michael Rosen Biography Plan

Early Life
He was horn May 7, 1946 in Harrow, North London

When he was horn, his .dad was in the American Army in Germany but when he came
home, he became .an English teacher in secondary schools. In 1948, when Michael
was two, his mum trained to he .a primary school teacher.

His father loved to sing songs in lots of different languages, as well as saying hits
of poetry or plays - especially Shakespeare.

Many of Rosen’s poems are ahout his life hetween the ages of about 2 .and 12. At
ahout |12 years old he started writing poetry.

For the first eighteen months of his life, he lived in .a flat at 30A Bridge Street, Pinner,
Middlesex. Then wuntil he was |7, they lived in a flat at 6A Lowve Lane, Pinner.

Family and Career
Rosen went to medical school for a short time. Howewver, he decided he would rather
earn on English degree, s0 he transferred to the University of Omford.

He mwurote his first play, Backhone, while studying .at Onford. It was performed .at the
Royal Cowrt Theatre in London in 1969.

1965-1969. AU .over the world this was a time of great change. People were rising up
demanding freedom and rights. He waos arrested twice for demonstrating against the
war in Vietnam; .once for demonstrating .against .o hairdresser in Oxford who refused
to cut block people’s hair.

After groduating in 1969, he started w.orking at the British Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC). He wurote scripts for children's shows. One was called Sam .on Boffs Lsland,

which helped young children learn to read.

His first children's bhook, Mind Your Own Business (1974), was a collection of poems.
It included drawings by Quentin Blake, who also illustrated Roald Dahls hooks.

Married three times, father to five children, .and tw.o step-children. Eddie (1980-1999),
his second son, died at the age of 18 from meningitis, .and his .death was the
inspiration for Michaels ‘Sod hook, published in 2004.

Achievements and Current Life
Caurrently, Rosen lives with his third wife, Emma-Louise Williams, in North London
with their tw.o children.

He was ap,pomiexim,thzm Children’s Lawreate in June 2007 wuntil 2009. It was
Jaqueline Wilson bz%o,rz this.

He is also .o patron of the Shakespeare Schools Festival, .o charity that enables school
children .ocross the UK to perform Shakespeare in professional theatres.

Michael lectures .and teaches in universities on children’s literature, reading and
writing. He wvisits schools with his one-man show to enthuse children with his
passion for hooks .and poetry.

In March 2020, he hecame wwell. Soon he was hoving difficulty hreathing .and he
was admitted to hospital with Coronovirus. He waos seriously il .and his recovery
took months. After returning home on 2b4th June, he wrote a new hook, Rigatoni the
Pasta Cat, while continuing to recover.




