
Guided Reading – Task 1 

In Writing this week, you’re writing a poem about animals. One of the poems 

you’re looking at is ‘The Eagle’ by Lord Alfred Tennyson – so your task in 

Guided Reading is to memorise it! 

 

The Eagle by Lord Alfred Tennyson 

He clasps the crag with crooked hands; 

Close to the sun in lonely lands, 

Ring'd with the azure world, he stands. 

 

The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls; 

He watches from his mountain walls,  

And like a thunderbolt he falls. 

 

Glossary 

crag – a steep cliff 

ring’d – ringed (encircled by a ring) 

azure – bright blue 

 

 

Tips for memorising a poem 

• Read the poem out loud a few times to get the feel for the tone, the rhyme, 
and the rhythm. 

• Build a storyline of the poem in your head. 
• Make a connection between every verse, especially the ones that start with 

new sentences e.g. he stands -> the wrinkled sea. 
• Memorise the words that rhyme with one another e.g. hands, lands, 

stands. 
• When you memorise a new line, always start to recite from the very 

beginning. 
• Take a break, grab a snack and read the poem out loud again several 

times. 
 

 
 

50 HP if you record a video of yourself reciting the poem off by heart and 

send it to your teacher! 

 

 

 



Guided Reading - Task 2 

Read through this poem, answer the questions on the following page and 

mark your answers, which are on the page after that. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Reading - Reading for pleasure task (optional) 

If you are reading to your parent, ask them to ask you some of these 

questions about the book you are reading: 

 


